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CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo 80 
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Sexes alike. 

Plumage (breeding adult): black with metallic blue-green 
sheen: white facial skin, throat; bright yellow gular pouch and 
white thigh patches; silky white plumes on head and neck. 

In non-breeding adult white thigh patches are missing and 
the gular pouch is less bright. Seen in ones or twos. 

Habitat: jheels, lakes, and mountain torrents, occasionally in 
coastal lagoons. 

Campus habitat: seashore, perhaps on coastal rocks 
Food: fish, frog, tadpoles, crustaceans, aquatic insects. 
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Sexes alike. 


A lanky, snow-white marsh bird differentiated from the very 
similar Cattle Egret in non-breeding plumage by its black bill 
and parti-colored black and yellow feet. A long, drooping 
crest of two narrow plumes acquired in the breeding season. 
Also dainty filamentous ornamental feathers ('aigrettes’) on 
both back and breast. 

Habitat: flocks to marshland, jheels etc. 

Campus habitat: seashore 

Food: insects, frogs and small reptiles 

Call: an occasional croak 

Nesting habits: 

Season: principally July/ August in North India. November to 
February in the South. 


skg-11-7 


% 


TIFR117 04:08;97 15=14 






















Nest: a shallow twig platform, like a crow’s, lined with straw, 
leaves etc. Built in trees, amongst mixed heronries often 
near a village. 

Winter visitor to campus 


x 




Male: dark cinnamon-rufous above, chestnut in wings, paler 
on underside; whitish chin, throat, fading into dull chestnut ^ 
below. 

Female: more chestnut-brownish above, appearing darker 
than male; dull rufous below streaked dark brown; prominent 
dark streak down the center of foreneck and breast. Young 
birds have mottled upper body and are more heavily streaked 
below. Usually solitary and secretive. 

Habitat: marshy areas, dense reed growth, wet cultivation. 

Campus Habitat: seashore 

Food: insects, frogs, and also fish. 

Call: courting male calls during the rains, when breeding. 

Winter visitor to Institute Campus. 
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NIGHT HERON Nycticorax'nycticorax 60 cm 



Small but heavy heron. Plumage: slaty gray, black and white. 
Black head, back and drooping crest; white forehead, streak 
over eye, underbody; very long white feathers, extending 
back from breast; grayish sides of neck, wings, rump and 
tail; blood-rati iris visible at close range. Nocturnal, shy and 
secretive. 

Call: harsh raucous * kwockY in flight. 

Food: frogs, fish, aquatic insects, 

Campus habitat: seashore, rocks close to the shore, frequents 
at low tide at night. 

Winter straggler to Institute campus. 


GREY HERON Ardea cinera 100 cm 



Sexes alike. 

A long legged, long necked bird of open marshes. White 
crown, neck, and underparts; ashy-gray above; black stripe 
through eyes; black crest; black dotted band down center of 
foreneck; dark blue-black flight feathers; golden-yellow iris at 
close range. Mostly solitary. 

Campus habitat: seashore 

Food: fish, frogs, crustaceans etc. 

Call: loud > quaak- in flight, also some croaks and squeaks. 

Winter visitor to Institute campus, a certainty on the sea 
rocks in winter. 
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LARGE EGRET Ardea alba 90 cm 



A solitary lanky pure white bird of marshes, rivers etc. Often 
associates with the commoner Little Egret. In breeding 
plumage, this heron-sized bird has the ‘aigrettes’ falling over 
the tail. The color of the beak is yellow and the legs are 
black. Wades in shallow water but mostly waits for prey to 
come close. 

Campus habitat: seashore 
Food: insects, frogs, lizards 
Call: an occasional croak 
Winter visitor to Institute campus. 




A lanky, snow white bird of marshes, jheels etc. In breeding 
plumage it has ‘aigrettes’ on both back and breast, but lacks 
the crest. Yellow beak; yellow-orange and black legs. Rather 
smaller than the Large Egret but larger than the Little Egret. 

Campus habitat: seashore 

Food: frogs, aquatic insects etc. 

Call: an uncommonly uttered croak. 

Winter visitor to Institute Campus. 
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Sexes alike. 

Ashy gray above; dark bars on rufescent-tipped tail; dull white 
below with pale ashy rufous on breast; barred below. Solitary, 
rarely in pairs. 




PIED CRESTED CUCKOO Clamator jacobinus 33 cm 



S.'xes alike. 

\ # * • 

Black above: noticeable black crest, white in wings and white 
tip to long tail-feathers diagnostic in flight; white underbody. 
Solitary or in small parties of 4-6. 









Habitat: forests, open country near habitation. 


Habitat: open forest, cultivation, and orchards. 


Campus nabitat: gardens, tail trees. 


Campus habitat: mainly gardens, sometimes trees. 


Food: chiefly insects. 

Call: interpreted as ‘ Brainfever... Brainfever 3 also described 
as ‘ pipeeha . ..pipeeha ’. Very noisy when breeding. 

Winter straggler to campus only recorded once. 



Food: insects, including hairy noxious caterpillars. 

*• 

Call: noisy; loud, metallic ‘ plew...piiew= call notes, other shrill 
shrieks. 

Monsoon visitor to campus. The arrival of these birds heralds 
monsoon in Bombay. Crows particularly house crows attack 
these visitors viciously and kill many. They appear for hardly 
a week and are seen only the next year. 
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KOEL Eudnamys scolopace 42cm 



Male: metallic black plumage; greenish beaks crimson eyes. 

Female: dark brown, thickly spotted and barred white; darkly 
spotted on throat, barred below. Solitary or in pairs; fast 
flight. 

Habitat: mainly cultivation and city parks. 




GREEN BEE-EATER Merops orientalis 21 cm including 
long central tail pins 



i Green Plumage; red-brown on the crown; pale blue chin and 
' throat; black stripe across eyes; long green feather at end of 
tail. Usually small parties of 5-7. 

Habitat: open country and cultivation. Also light forests. 

Campus habitat: electrical cables, casuarina trees. 


Campus habitat: found all over campus. 

Food: fruits, insects, snails, and eggs of smaller birds. 


Call-Male:loud ‘kuoo..kuoo..= Female: bubbling call, described 
as 'kik..kik'. 


Nesting habits: 


Season - Mainly April-August, coinciding with its hosts, the 
House and Jungle Crows. 


Eggs: Smaller but similar to that of crows. Pale gray-green or 
stone color, blotched with reddish brown. 


Resident bird of campus. 
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Food: winged insects. 

Call: Noisy; cheerful, trilling calls. 

Winter visitor to campus. It is a sight to see them sitting 
huddled side by side on the banyan tree next to D block 
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ROLLER Coracias benghalensis 30 cm 


Sexes alike. 

Mixture of dull brown, Oxford-blue and Cambridge-blue. Very 
light purplish band on neck. 

Habitat: open country, cultivation. 

Campus habitat: gardens. 

Food: insects, lizards, small rodents, and snakes. 

Call: occasional harsh ‘khak... kak... kak...= noises. 

Winter visitor to campus. 




LARGE WHITE-RUMPED SWIFT Apus pacificus 
18 cm 



j 
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Blackish plumage; white throat and rump deeply forked tail, 
sickle shaped wings. Highly gregarious. 

Habitat: more or less same as house swift. 

Campus habitat: same as house swift. 

Food: winged insects. 

Call: chirps and twitters. 

Straggler to campus. 
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HOUSE SWIFT Apus affinis 15 cm 



Blackish plumage; white rump and throat diagnostic. Short 
square tail and long, sickle shaped wings. Highly gregarious. 

Habitat: human habitation, cliffs and ruins. 


Campus habitat: flies at heights from 100-150 feet, hardly 
lands. 


entrance, plastered in angle of walls, ceiling in veranda, 
porches and arched gateway of buildings. 

Eggs: 2-4 pure white, longish ovals. 

Resident of campus . 


Food: winged insects. 

Call: Musical squealing notes, also occasional chirruping or 
twittering noises 

Nesting habits: 

Season - February to September. 

Nest: a round untidy cup of feathers and straw cemented 
with the buds, saliva, with a slit between wall and nest for 
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WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER Halcyon 

smymensis 26 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Chestnut plumage; red beak and legs; turquoise-blue wings; 
white chin, throat and breast; dark blackish flight feathers. 
Solitary or in scattered pairs. 

Habitat: forest, cultivation, lakes, river sides. 

Campus habitat: seashore (on rocks), poles, trees, wires, TV 
antennae. 

Food: insects, frogs, lizards, small rodents, fish (occasionally). 
Call: noisy loud rather high pitched ‘ kililililililf . 

Winter visitor to campus. 



SMALL BLUE KING FISHER Aloedo athis 17 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Bright blue above with greeni^i on wings; golden-brown 
underbody; white chin and throat; black beak and red legs. 
Solitary or in scattered pairs. 

Habitat: streams, lakes, canals, coastal areas. 

Campus habitat: seashore, large rocks 

Food: fish. 

Call: shrill ‘ chichee..chichee\ 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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BLACK CAPPED KINGFISHER Halcyon pileata 
28 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Black cap and dark blue wings; orange-red beak and legs; 
very dull rufous below; rest of plumage white. Mostly solitary. 

Habitat; mainly mangroves and estuaries. 

Campus habitat: seashore, rocks. 

Food: fish, frogs, crabs, insects. 

Call: shrill, loud cackle 

Straggler to campus, rare 


HOOPOE Upupa epops 28 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Fawn-brown plumage, black and white wings. Long slender 
beak. Crest feathers tipped black spectacular in flight. 

Habitat: open country, garden lawns. 

Campus habitat: gardens seen on the lawns digging for worms 
with their long slender beaks. 

Food: earthworms, insects. 

Call: pleasant, mellow l hoo..po..po\ 

Winter visitor to campus. 








Job No. 80415518 — File: NATURE.PM6 — Folder: TIFR — skg-11-7 


~ 29 ~ 


% 


I 


TIFR7T 22=07:97 02:26 




















TIFR80 22:07:97 02:18 




COPPERSMITH OR CRIMSON BREASTED 

BAR BET Megalaima haemacephala 17 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Grass-green plumage and yellow throat; crimson breast and 
forehead. 

Habitat: groves, city gardens. 

Campus habitat: trees. 

Food: berries and insects. 

Call: monotonous l tuk..tuk..tuk call with a fixed inter call 
frequency like the beat of a coppersmith’s hammer on vessels, 
hence the name. An excellent ventriloquist; difficult to locate 
with call alone. 

Resident in campus. 

Nesting habits: 

Season: January to June. 

Nest: a hole excavated in a snag of a dead softwood branch. 


GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus 25 cm 



Male: bright golden yellow plumage. Blackmon wings and 
around eyes, red beak and black feet. 

Female: yellow green above; brownish green wings. Dirty 
white below, streaked brown. Solitary or in pairs. 

Habitat: forests, orchards, and gardens. Campus habitat: Tall 
trees, 

Food: insects, fruits nectar. 

Call: fluity whistle, interpreted l pee..lo.lo\ 

Winter visitor to campus. 


Eggs: 3 glossless white. 
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RED RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica 19 cm 
with tail 



Sexes alike. 

Blue black above, dull rufous white below, reddish on throat. 
Seen in small parties. 

Habitat: vicinity of towns and cities, rocky, hilly areas. 
Campus habitat: telephone wires, cables. 

Food: winged insects. 



COMMON SWALLOW Hirundo rustica 22 cm with tail 





Sexes alike. 

Blue-black above, reddish brown throat, cream-white below, 
seen in flocks. 

Habitat: light wooded country, vicinity of villages and cities. 

Campus habitat: telegraph wires, cables etc., where they 
can be seen sitting in a neat row. Many will be seen 
continuously flying and catching insects in air by the sea. 



•> 


Call: mournful chirping notes. 
Winter visitor to Institute Campus. 


Food: winged insects. 
Call: all soft >chittering= 
Winter visitor to campus. 
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SMALL MINIVET Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 15 cm with 
tail 



Male: gray head, back, and throat; orange breast and patch 
on wings; black tail. 

Female: Paler above; orange rump; white throat and breast 
tinged with yellow; yellowish belly and undertail. Seen in 
pairs or small flocks. 

Habitat: forests, groves, and gardens. 

Campus habitat: small trees (peepal, banyan and fig) 

Food: chiefly insects, occasionally nectar. 

Call: soft, low, >swee, swee= notes 

Monsoon straggler to campus( rare) 
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RED WHISKERED BULBUL Pycnonotus jocosus 
20 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Brown above white below; slightly darker on wings and tail. 
Perky black crest; broken breast collar; red cheek and 
crimson-scarlet vent distinctive. Sociable, pairs or small flocks. 

Habitat: forests, clearings, gardens, orchards. 

Campus habitat: trees and bushes 
Food: insects, fruits nectar 

Call: cheerful whistling notes, interpreted as ‘ Pettigrew or 
kick-Pettigrew’. Also harsh alarm notes. 

Nesting habits: 

Season: February -August 

Nest: a cup of fine twigs, rootlets, grass etc. Frequently built 
in thatched walls or roofs of huts. 

Eggs: 2 to 4 pinkish .white. 

Resident of campus 





Job No. 80415518 — File: NATURE.PM6 — Folder: TIFR — skg-11-7 


- 32 — 


TIFR82 22:07:9702:15 
















TIFR83 22=07:97 02=23 




« 




"\ v \ r S \ 

RED-VENTED BULBUL Pycnonotus cafer 20 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Dark sooty brown plumage. Blackish head, white rumps and 
red vent. Seen in pairs or small flocks, but large numbers 
gather to feed. 

Habitat: light forests, gardens 
Campus habitat: found all over campus 
Food: (same as red whiskered bulbul) 

Call: cheerful, whistling calls, interpreted as >be quick, be 
quick= 

Nesting habits: 

Season - Between February-May 

Nest: a cup of rootlets sometimes plastered outside with 
cob-webs in a bush or a tree 3 to 30 feet up. 

Eggs: 2 or 3 pinkish white blotched with purplish brown or 
claret 

Resident of campus 
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BLACK DRONGO Dicrurus adsimilis 32 cm 







Sexes alike. 

Glossy black plumage, forked tail and red eyes. Usually 
solitary, sometimes seen in small parties. 

Habitat: orchards, cultivation, open country. 

Campus habitat: trees in particular at the West lawn periphery. 

Food: insects, nectar and small lizards. 

Call: harsh 7/V f/V also l cheece cheece ’. 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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ASHY DRONGO Dicrurus leucophaeus 30 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Gray-black plumage with long deeply forked tail. Usually a 
solitary bird. 

Habitat: forests but sometimes visits cultivation 
campus habitat: trees in the west lawn and colony. 

Food : insects 
Call: harsh notes 
Winter visitor to campus 
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JUNGLE CROW Con/us macrorhynchos 49 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Glossy black plumage. Solitary or in groups of two to six. 

• , 

Habitat: forests, habitations. Small numbers in towns and 
cities. 

Campus Habitat: found all over campus. Sometimes found 
mixing with house crows even in the crow conferences. 

Food: omnivorous 

Call: harsh l khaa khaa’ calls. 

Nesting habits: JM 

Season: December-April in peninsular India, March-May in 
North India. Nest and eggs like house crow; parasitized by 
Koel • 
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HOUSE CROW Corvus splendens 42 cm 
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Sexes alike. 

Black plumage with gray collar on upper back and breast. 

Habitat: Rural and urban habitation and cultivation, forest 
edges. 

Campus habitat: found all over campus. Food: Omnivorous. 

Call: Familiar ‘caw caW call, occasionally a pleasant ‘ turrrr ...’ 
note, several other notes. Clearly a bird of remarkable 
intelligence worth one’s while observing. Frequently they get 
together in large numbers in the evenings on top of buildings 
or the west lawn in what appears to be a ritual conference. 

Nesting habits: 

Season: principally April-June. 

Nest: A platform of twigs, frequently intermixed with iron wire 
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with a cuplike depression linked with tow, coir fibre etc. 10 
feet or more up in a tree. 

Egg: 4 or 5 pale blue green, speckled and streaked with 
brown. Brood parasitized by Koel. 

A prominent resident of the campus. 
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QUAKER BABBLER Alcippe poioicephala 15 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Olive brown above; gray crown; thin black stripes through 
eyes; rubescent brown wings; dull fulvus under body. Seen 
in pairs or small parties. 

Habitat: forests, under growth, bamboo. 

Campus habitat: small trees and bushes. 

Food: insects, spiders, nectar and berries. 

Call: 4 to 8 syllabled song interpreted as ‘ daddy give me 
chocolate ’. Harsh < churrrf notes serves as contact calls. 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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MAGPIE ROBIN Copsychus saulahs 20 cm 



Male: glossy blue-black and white plumage. Female: rich 
slaty gray, where male is blue-black, solitary or in pairs. 

Habitat: forests, parks, towns. 

Campus habitat: found all over campus. Specific pairs in 
distinct locales. In the fading light of dusk pairs can be seen 
hunting on the east lawn and in the nursery area. 

Food: insects, worms, berries, and nectar. 

Call: Male song a very rich and clear whistle. Both sexes 
have harsh l churr.. and chhekhh’ notes and a plaintive 
‘sweeee 

Nesting habits: A well-made nest of fibers tucked in a hole 
sometimes in a tree, sometimes in corners of tiled roofs, 
electric lamp shades or sanitary pipes. The male starts a 
season of singing in early mornings about March which goes 
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on till about August coincident with the nesting season. The 
songs are as elaborate and musical as a concert, his song 
and his perch can identify each individual. 

Resident of campus. 
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PIED BUSH CHAT Saxicola Caprata 13 cm 



Male: black plumage, white vent, and rump. 

Female: brown above, rusty wash on belly. Solitary or in 
pairs. 

Habitat: open country, scrub, and ravines 
Campus habitat: poles 
Food: insects 

Call: harsh, double note for contact and when alarmed. Trilling 
song of breeding male. 

Winter straggler to campus. Also seen in US club area. 
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PLAIN OR INDIAN WREN-WARBLER Prinia 
subflava 13 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Pale brown above, whitish buff below. Tawny flanks and belly. 
Seen in pairs or several birds in one group. 

Habitat: cultivation, grass, scrubs. 

Campus habitat: bushes. 

Food: insects, nectar 

Call: plaintive ‘tee...tee..’ also a l krrik...krriK notes. 

Seen mostly in winter on campus. 
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ASHY WREN WARBLER Prinia social is 13 cm. 



Sexes alike. 

Ashy gray above, dull buffy rufous below; rufous wings. Mostly 
in pairs. 

Habitat: cultivation, forest edges, scrub parks. 

Campus habitat: scrubby bushes. 

Food: same as plain wren warbler. 

Call: nasal ‘pee...pee.’ song a loud and lively l jivee..jivee.. or 
jimmy..jimmy’. 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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LESSER WHITE THROAT Sylvia curruca 12 cm 
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Sexes alike. 

Deep gray above, brownish back and wings, whitish below, 
buff on breast and belly. Mostly solitary and secretive. 

Habitat: bush country, groves, and gardens. 


Campus habitat: short trees. 

Food: small insects, caterpillars, and nectar. 

Call: 1 check note interrupted by ‘ trtrtrtrrrrrrrr’s while looking 
for insects. 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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TAILOR BIRD Orthotomos sutorius 13 cm. 



Sexes alike. 

Olive green above; rust-red fore crown; white under body. 
Usually seen in pairs. 

Habitat: forest, cultivation. 

Campus habitat: found all over campus. 

Food: same as wren warblers. 

Call: loud t towit...towif also loud l chuvee..chuvee' notes, very 
loud for such a tiny bird. 

Resident of campus. One never misses these birds. Very 
likely to visit your balcony flower pots to drink water from 
leaves in summer if you sprinkle water on the leaves. 

Season: April-September. 

Nest: a cup of soft fibers, cotton wool and vegetable in a 
funnel made by stitching two leaves together. 

Eggs: 3 or 4 reddish or bluish white spotted with brownish 
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WHITE BROWED FAN TAIL FLYCATCHER 

Rhipidura aureola 17 cm 



Sexes alike but female slightly duller. 

Darkish brown above and white below; black crown; two 
white spotted wing bars; white tail edges; white eyebrows 
and spotted white on throat distinctive. 

Habitat: forests, orchards, gardens , cultivation. 

Campus habitat: trees, small bushes 

Food : insects 

Call: whistle of 6 to 8 notes: grating Achuck . chuck . 

..chuckrrrrrr@. 

Straggler to campus. 
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PARADISE FLYCATCHER Terpsiphone paradisi Male 
- 50 cm with tail streamers, female and young male: 20 cm. 



Male: black head, crest and throat; black on edge of wings; 

rest of plumage silvery white with a spectacular foot-long tail. , j 






Female: no tail streamers; shorter crest; rufous above and 
whitish below; gray throat; nuchal collar. Solitary or seen in 
pairs. 
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Habitat: open country, gardens, and light forest. 


Campus habitat: trees, seen behind Parashara, sometimes 
in front of Cobra, mostly near the US club. 


Food: insects, spiders. 

Call: sharp grating l chwae or chchwae’ call. 
Winter visitor to campus, very sparse in number. 
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BROWN SHRIKE Lanius cristatus 25 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Black stripe along eyes, white face; cream white below; rest 
of the body rufous brown. Mainly solitary. 

Habitat: open country, cultivation. 

Campus habitat: large bushes, also small trees. 

Food: insects, small rodents, birds. 

Call: rather harsh notes. 

Winter straggler to campus. 
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RUFOUS-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius schach 25 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Pale gray from crown to middle of back. Bright rufous on rest 
of back and lower part of belly. White throat. Black stripe 
along eyes. Black tail and wings. Mainly solitary. 

Habitat: open country, cultivation, gardens. 

Campus habitat: large bushes. 

Call: noisy, harsh mix of scolding notes, shrieks and yelps. 
Winter visitor to Institute campus. 
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PADDY-FIELD PIPIT Anthus Novae seelandiae 15 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Plumage more or less same as hodgsoni, seen in parties. 

Habitat: grassland, marshes, cultivation. Campus habitat: 
wires about 60ft off the ground. Food - insects, seeds, spiders. 

Call : thin 7s/p, tseep' and 7s/p.7seep’ calls. 

Straggler to campus. 

/ 
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INDIAN TREE PIPIT Anthus hodgsoni 15 cm 



Olive brown above, whitish buff below. Seen in parties. 
Habitat: grassy slopes forests, 

Campus habitat : frequents wires, tall trees, 

Food: insects grass and other seeds. 

Call: faint ‘tseep’ call, 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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GREY WAGTAIL #61 70 



Male : slaty gray above, bright lemon yellow below. 

Female: whitish throat, paler yellow below, solitary or in pairs 

Habitat: open areas, forest clearings, near water bodies. 

Campus habitat: gardens 

Food: figs, berries, insects, spiders, and nectar 

Call: loud, sharp ‘chik..chik’ 

Winter straggler to campus 



WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba 18 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Ashy back and rump; whitish below; black tail feathers. Usually 
seen in pairs or small bands. 

Habitat: riverbanks, cultivation, canals. 

Campus habitat: gardens 

Food: insects 

Call: sharp l cheeetsik or chizzit’ 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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BLACK-HEADED SUBSPECIES OF THE 
YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla Hava melanogrisea 17 cm 
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Sexes alike. 

Olive back, bright lemon yellow below; black crown and nape 
distinctive. Seen in small flocks. 

Habitat: marshy areas, cultivation 

Campus habitat: large lawns or gardens 

Food: insects 

Call: high pitched 'weezie' and ‘tssreep' notes 
Passes through campus on winter migration south. 
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BRAHMINY MYNA Sturnus pagodarum 20 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Black crown; head crest like the Brahmin=s tuft. Light blue 
and yellow on beak; yellow legs; rufous below; gray wings 
and back. Seen in small parties. 

Habitat: gardens, cultivation. 

Campus habitat: big bushes. 

Food - fruits nectar, insects. 

Call: pleasant mix of chirping notes and whistles. 

Winter visitor to campus. 
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MYNA Acridotheres tristis 23 cm 


ROSY PASTOR Sturnus roseus 23 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Rich vinous brown plumage; black head, neck, and upper 
breast. Yellow beak, legs and naked wattle around eyes. 
Solitary, scattered pairs or small loose bands. 

Habitat: light forest, cultivation, 

Campus habitat: found all over campus, 

Food: insects, refuse, fruits, kitchen scraps, 

Call: a great mix of chattering notes. 

Nesting habits: 

Season: April - August, Nest: made of twigs roots and rubbish 
in a hole in a tree, wall or ceiling, 


Sexes alike. 

Rose-pink plumage; glossy black wings, tail and head; red 
eyes; brownish beak and legs. Seen in huge flocks in fields. 

Habitat: vicinity of cultivation. 

Campus habitat: trees. 

Food: banyan and peepul tree figs; lantana and other berries, 
also nectar. Winter visitor to the campus. 
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Eggs: 4-5 glossy blue. 
Resident of campus 
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SUNBIRB #96 375* 20:07:97 15=10 


PURPLE-RUMPED SUNBIRD Nectarinia zeylonica) 
10 cm 
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Male: deep chestnut- crimson back; metallic green crown; 
metallic purple rump and throat; yellow below. 

Female! gray-green above; whitish-yellow below. Seen usually 
in pairs. 

Habitat: open forests; gardens, orchards, towns. 

Campus habitat: found all over campus. 

Food: spiders, nectar, and small insects. 

Call: sharp, loud, l siswee..siswee\ 

Season: undefined. 

Nest: an oblong pouch of bark, soft grasses, rubbish or 
cobwebs, and caterpillars’ droppings, hanging, in a bush a 
tree at moderate heights. 

Eggs: 2 grayish or greenish white marked with various shades 
of brown and gray. 

Resident on campus 
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TICKELL’S FLOWER PECKER Dicaeum 
erythrorhyndros 8 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Olive brown above grayish white below. Solitary or 2 or 3 
birds in canopy. 

Habitat: light forests, groves 
Campus habitat: vicinity of tall trees. 

Food: fruits, berries, spiders, and small insects. 

Call: Sharp, loud ‘chik..chik\ 

Straggler to Campus. 
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RED MUNIA Estrilda amandava 10 cm 



Male (breeding): crimson red,; spotted white on brownish 
wings and flanks. 


Female: brown above spotted on wings; crimson rump; dull 
white throat; buffy-gray breast; yellow brown below. Non¬ 
breeding males very much like female. 

Habitat: reeds, scrub, gardens. Seen in small flocks. 

Campus habitat: grassy lawns. 


Food: grass seeds; also insects. 


Call: shrill and high-pitched notes. 

Monsoon visitor to campus. Very common, several flocks of 
these are seen on the lawns during June-August. Stragglers 
sighted in winter. 
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Male : olive green above; black tail; paler on throat; yellow 
below; black and white barrings on flanks. 

Female: more brown above; paler below, with fewer barrings 
on flanks. 

Habitat: same as previous 
Campus habitat: same as previous 
Food: same as previous 
Call: faint ‘swee..swee' notes 
Status same as previous. 
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WHITE-THROATED MUNIA Lonchura malabarica. 
10 cm 



Sexes alike. 

Dull brown above with white rump and buffy white below; 
gray-blue beak; gregarious. 

Habitat; more or less same as previous 

Campus habitat: same as previous 

Food: same as previous. 

Status same as previous 
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SPOTTED MUNIA Lonchura punctulata 10 cm 


# 





Sexes alike. 

Chocolate-brownbird with olive-yellow pointed tail. While belly; 
dark brown breast thickly speckled with white. Seen in social 
groups 

Habitat: more or less same as previous 
Campus habitat: same as previous 
Food: same as previous 
Call: a double noted >ki..tee..ki..tee\ 

Status same as previous 
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SPOTTED MINIYA #98 20:07:97 14=38 
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Sexes alike. 

Rufous above; chestnut on rump, vent and tail. White 
underparts; black head and thigh; gregarious. 

Habitat: reeds, scrub and gardens 

Campus habitat: lawns. 

Food: Grass seeds, insects 

Call: faint 'pee..pee'. 

Monsoon visitor to campus. 



• . . 

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus 






Male: grey crown; brown back and tail; whitish below; black 
throat. 

Female: buff-brown plumage; paler below. 

Seen in small parties to large gatherings. 

Habitat: towns or cities, cultivation. 

Campus habitat: found all over campus. 

Food: seeds, insects. 

Call: chipping notes. 

Resident on campus. 
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Male: rufous crown, throat and breast; olive-yellow back, wings 
and tail; bright lemon-yellow underparts. 

Female: pale brown above; streaked, yellowish rump. Highly 
gregarious. 

Habitat: open cultivated areas 
Campus habitat: lawns. 

Food: seeds, grain. 

Call: high-pitched 'tzeet’ 

Winter straggler to campus, very rare. 

Job No. 80415518 — File: NATURE.PM6 — Folder: TIFR 


INDIAN BAYA: (Ploceus philippinus) 15 cm 





Breeding male: yellow crown, body dark brown streaked 
with yellow, yellow breast. 

Female: Buff coloured above, streaked darker, pale throat 
with streaks on both sides 

Non-breeding males look similar to female but for a yellow 
crown. 

Food: grain, seeds, insects and nectar. 

Call: Chirping and high-pitched wheezy notes made by 
breeding males particularly noisy during nest-making in 
monsoon. 
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PSYCHE Leptosta nina 





GREAT ORANGE TIP Aebomoia glaucippe 
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COMMON EMIGRANT Catopsiliapomoroy 



Mottled Emigrant Catopsiha pyranthe 
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PALE GRASS BLUE Zizeeria maha 



RED PIERROT Talicada nyseus 




PLAIN TIGER Danaus chrysippus 
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COMMON CERULEAN Jamides celeno 
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PLAIN TIGER #109 21:07=97 11=02 RED PIERROT #108 20=07=97 14=35 





















BLUE TIGER #112 21:07:97 13 = 09 SHIPED TIGER #111 21-.07:97 13:18 



«* 




GLASSY TIGER Parantica aglea 



Common Crow Euploea core 
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COMMON LEOPARD #114 21=07:97 12=32 C8 ^°N EUENING BROWN 17=07=97 lsTts 



COMMON EVENING BROWN Melanitis leda 


BLUE PANSY Junonia orithya 








YELLOW PANSY #115 21=07=97 12=26 BLUE PANSY # 15 68 - 5 * 17=07=97 15=20 

















PEACOCK PANSY #138 21=07:97 13=15 LEMON PANSY #136 21=07=97 12=29 
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LEMON PANSY Junonia lemonias 
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COMMON SAILOR Neptishylas 
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BROWN AWL Badamia exclamationis 
























